








To: Senator Daines 
 
From: Dennis Teske 
             Teske Farms INC. 
 
I’ve been a resident of Prairie County for 26 years. In that time I witnessed a 
decrease in our population. After education our young people move to where the 
jobs are, many times out of state. We see less opportunity each passing year. Our 
citizens become older, inflation robs us of spending dollars and taxes rise making 
it harder each year to pay those taxes. Our country needs places like us because 
we are PRODUCERS! 
 
The TransCanada Pipeline is a must have for our county.  The construction of the 
pipeline will create thousands of jobs and stability in our county. 
We need the tax revenue the pipeline will generate not only in our county but the 
state.  In the pipelines estimated 50 years of useful life it will deliver $600 million 
for Montana’s school equalization. The pipeline represents 100’s of full time jobs. 
 
The TransCanada Pipeline is a must have for our country. The pipeline will create 
many thousands of jobs and after coming out the other side of Covid-19 we’ll 
have to have those high paying jobs to help our economy recover. Natural 
resource creates wealth for her citizens. The pipeline will allow a safer mode of 
transportation. A study has shown shipping that amount of crude via pipeline vs. 
trucks and trains will save over 300 lives. The pipeline will make those 
transportations 46% carbon emissions cleaner. Probably the most important 
reason to build the pipeline in it will make America energy independent, no 
longer making America servant to no other nation. 
 

Dennis Teske 
President Teske Farms INC> 
 







 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

January 20, 2021 

 

 

Dear Senator Daines, 

 

As a businesswoman working in healthcare administration for over 30 years and the last 16 years in 

Eastern Montana, I am writing to you on behalf of McCone County Health Center in Circle as I 

appreciate your support for the completion of a critical American infrastructure project: Keystone XL.  

 

As you know, it’s a time when the U.S. economy is tougher than ever for businesses – like healthcare 

facilities and especially for frontier Critical Access Hospitals – I feel impassion to share with you just 

how vital Keystone XL is to the current and future success of our local economy and in the lives of the 

citizens in Circle, McCone County, Montana. 

 

The pipeline will generate more than $2 billion in U.S. wages and add $3.4 billion to the U.S. GDP 

during construction. Literally dozens of struggling small towns along the path have benefited and will 

continue to benefit exponentially from the big economic lift that Keystone XL brings with it.  For us at 

McCone County Health Center, the Keystone XL project means we can provide healthcare services to 

their workers and McCone County will be able to provide more financial support to their county-owned 

healthcare facility which would allow us to make the necessary improvements to our old building and 

add healthcare services desired by our community members.  Community businesses will thrive too as 

McCone County will have 2 pump stations and stands to take in over $15 million in tax revenue the first 

year the pipeline goes live.  Other frontier counties that would benefit with pump stations are Phillips, 

Valley, Prairie and Fallon.   

 

As a leader of our community, I know you can appreciate how badly we need this boost to support the 

place we call home.  Your constituents are hard-working Americans who desperately want – and need – 

to get back to work so they can put food on the table and provide for their families during an incredibly 

challenging time in our history. Keystone XL provides us the ability to do all of this. 

 

The project has also changed significantly since it was conceived. TC Energy has committed to utilize 

only union labor to build Keystone XL in the United States, resulting in up to 8,000 jobs and $900 million 

gross union wages in 2021 alone. As part of this, the company is creating a $10 million Green Jobs 

Training Fund to aid union members in a transition to the green economy of the future. Keystone XL 

has also signed agreements with Indigenous communities to become equity owners in the project and 

realize transformational long-term economic benefits. This is in addition to the more than $500 million 

expected to be spent with Indigenous contractors, businesses, and workers during construction.  

Keystone XL has already proven how significant they are to our communities as they hired local 

contractors to help build their contractor camp and yard in McCone County. 

 

  

McCone County Health Center 
          “A Community that Cares” 
 



 

This project has already experienced far too many unnecessary delays and scrutiny. Further delaying or 

canceling projects like Keystone XL sends a clear message to American companies working on them: 

our voice isn’t important, and it’s not being heard. Please do whatever you can to prevent these jobs from 

being taken away from your constituents.  I’m not sure McCone County will survive without Keystone 

XL – that’s how important it is to livelihood. 

 

I am counting on you to make sure your voice is heard and help deliver the thousands of high-quality 

and high-paying American jobs as well as millions of dollars in annual property taxes from the project 

that will directly support American schools, hospitals and first responders at a time when this support is 

most needed.  

 

As the Chief Executive Officer at McCone County Health Center and in the continued interest of 

McCone County, I strongly urge you to show your support for Keystone XL and help it progress to 

strengthen the future of our country.  

 

I would be happy to discuss this issue further at your convenience and address any questions you may 

have.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Nancy Rosaaen, CEO  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Website:  www.mcconehealth.org 
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September 28, 2020 

 
 
Lieutenant General Scott A. Spellmon 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
441 G Street NW 
Washington, D.C. 20314-1000 
 
RE: Keystone XL Pipeline Project Section 10/404 Permits 

Dear Lieutenant General Spellmon, 

The Montana Electric Cooperatives’ Association (MECA) encourages the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers to approve the application of the Keystone XL Pipeline Project for permits under 
Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 and Section 404 of the Clean Water Act. 

The Keystone XL pipeline would significantly benefit four rural Montana electric cooperatives, 
increasing demand for the electricity they provide, potentially decreasing costs for their 
ratepayers and reducing area property taxes for the existing population. The four rural 
Montana electric cooperatives that would serve the pipeline include: 

1) Big Flat Electric Cooperative in Malta, MT;  

2) NorVal Electric Cooperative in Glasgow, MT;  

3) McCone Electric Cooperative in Circle, MT; and  

4) Tongue River Electric Cooperative in Ashland, MT.  

Depending on which cooperative, the pipeline loads are estimated to double to quadruple 
electricity sales. The cooperatives’ fixed costs, which are currently spread only among existing 
member ratepayers, would also be reduced for those existing ratepayers because of electricity 
sales to the pipeline, significantly helping defray ratepayer costs in these low population density 
areas. Moreover, the project would contribute property taxes in 12 rural Montana counties, 
directly benefiting schools and other public services. 

MECA is confident the Keystone XL Project has been designed, built and operated to the highest 
industry standards to ensure the safety of the public, our members and the environment. The 
safety of the public and the environment was incorporated into every phase of the design and 



 
50 Bay Drive P.O. Box 1306 Great Falls, MT 59403 
Phone: (406) 761-8333 Fax: (406) 731-8339 meca@mtco0ops.com 

 

development of Keystone XL and significant efforts were made to avoid and minimize impacts 
to waterways, wetlands and wildlife habitat.  

The time is now to build the Keystone XL Pipeline. This project will provide tremendous 
economic benefit to Montana’s rural communities and the state as a whole. On behalf of 
MECA’s 25 consumer-owned electric distribution cooperatives and three generation and 
transmission cooperatives serving more than 400,000 members, I encourage the Army Corps of 
Engineers to approve the Keystone XL Project’s Section 10/404 permit applications without 
delay.  
 
Sincerely, 

 

Gary Wiens 
Chief Executive Officer 
 



To: Senator Daines 
From: Prairie County Commissioner Dennis Teske  
 
The proposed TransCanada Pipeline and building it is imperative to my county.  
After 12 years of stalling and delaying through court orders and new studies, “IT’S 
TIME” to build. The environmental impact statements have always given this 
project a green light. We, as citizens are always being told by Washington to 
consider the science. The science says this pipeline should be built because it is 
safe, efficient and environmentally friendly. 
 
This pipeline represents jobs and a stable future for Prairie County and her 
citizens. The pipeline will bring to Prairie County a larger, stronger tax base that 
will secure our future for decades to come. Age wise Prairie County is the oldest 
county in our state and 6th oldest in the nation. This pipeline will secure our 
elderly in their own homes because our tax base would increase leaving those 
citizens better able to live on Social Security. The pumping station, number 13, 
will enable our regional REA to increase sales significantly, stabilizing them for a 
secure future. 
 
Our small county always struggles to make our limited tax dollars stretch to 
provide statutory services to our citizens. Inflation eats away at the funds we 
budget each year. Health insurance, road graders and a good health department 
for our aging citizens are to name just a few of the challenges. 
Every citizen I’ve spoken to, which is a vast majority, ALL desire this pipeline to be 
built.  
 
TransCanada represents a stable and secure future for Prairie County and our 
Great nation.  
 
Dennis Teske 
Prairie County Commissioner  
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